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SUBJECT: ROK REACTION TO SECRETARY'S UN INITIATIVE ON KOREA 

1. MOFA INTERNATIONAL TREATIES BUREAU DIRECTOR HAN WOO SUK 
TOLD POLCOUNS SEPTEMBER 23 THAT PRESIDENT PARK S IMMEDIATE 
REACTION TO SECRETARY'S UN INITIATIVE ON KOREA, 

CALLING FOR A CONFERENCE OF THE FOUR POWERS DIRECTLY 
CONCERNED, AND TO QUESTION OF RESUBMISSION ROK APPLICATION 
FOR UN MEMBERSHIP HAD BEEN FAVORABLE. MESSAGES 
REGARDING THESE MATTER, INCLUDING ADVANCE TEXT SECRETARY'S 
PROPOSAL ON KOREA, HAD ARRIVED FROM KOREAN MISSION IN NEW 
YORK IN MIDST BLUE HOUSE SESSION WITH PRESIDENT SEPTEMBER 22. 
BEFORE ASSEMBLED GROUP PRESIDENT SAID THAT US PROPOSAL FOR 
CONFERENCE WAS GOOD ONE AND THAT REAPPLICATION 
FOR ADMISSION WAS, HE UNDERSTOOD, DRIVEN BY OTHER 
CONSIDERATIONS THAN KOREA. ACCORDING HAN, WHO 
WAS AMONG THOSE PRESENT, PRESIDENT MADE NO COMMENT 
ON SUGGESTION OF EXPANDED CONFERENCE ON KOREA BUT 
CLEARLY ACCEPTED THIS AS WELL. 
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2. IN SUBSEQUENT LOWER LEVEL ROKG MEETINGS THERE WAS 
CONSIDERABLE DISCUSSION REGARDING THESE QUESTIONS 

WITH EMPHASIS BEING ON HOW TO PLAY THEM IN ROK PRESS. THERE 
WAS CONCERN THAT KOREAN PEOPLE LED BY OPPOSITION 
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WOULD QUESTION NECESSITY OF REAPPLICATION FOR ADMISSION 
AND EXPANDED CONFERENCE PROPOSAL. IT WAS DECIDED TO 
HANDLE ADMISSION APPLICATION QUESTION BY SIMPLY 
DOWN-PLAYING PRESS COVERAGE. (HAN INTIMATED STRONGLY THAT 
ACTIVE PRESSURE HAD BEEN APPLIED TO DAMP-DOWN POSSIBLE 
PRESS CRITICISM OF THIS MOVE.) AS REGARDS EXPANDED 
CONFERENCE PROPOSAL, THERE WAS CONCERN THAT IT EVOKED IDEA 
OF FOUR POWER GUARANTEE, WHICH KOREANS FIND HIGHLY SUSPECT, 
BUT FINAL CONSENSUS AT WORKING LEVELS WAS THAT THERE 
IS SLIM POSSIBILITY SUCH CONFERENCE WILL ACTUALLY MATERIALIZE, 
AT LEAST FOR SOME PERIOD OF TIME, THAT IN ANY EVENT SMALLER 
CONFERENCE OF FOUR POWERS, INCLUDING ROK, WOULD BE FIRST STEP, 
AND THAT THERE WOULD BE PLENTY OF TIME AND OPPORTUNITY TO 
DEFINE THE PURPOSES AND PARTICIPATION IN ANY LARGER CONFERENCE. 
AGAINST THIS BACKGROUND IT WAS CONCLUDED THAT HANDLING 
OF PRESS PLAY IN ROK SHOULD PRESENT NO REAL PROBLEMS. 

3. IN FACT IT HAS NOT. PRESS PLAY HAS BEEN 
UNIVERSALLY RECEPTIVE TO PROPOSAL AND QUIET ON 
QUESTION OF ROK REAPPLICATION FOR UN MEMBERSHIP. 

BEARING OUT AUTHENTICITY OF THIS REACTION TWO SENIOR 
EDITORIAL WRITERS FROM HANKUK ILBO AND DONGA ILBO TOLD 
EMBOFF THAT WHILE THEY HAD BOTH BEEN TAKEN VERY MUCH 
BY SURPRISE BY THE SECRETARY'S INITIATIVE, THEY WERE 
SURE THAT IT WOULD BE WELCOMED AND APPLAUDED BY KOREANS 
IN GENERAL BECAUSE THEY YEARNED FOR A RESOLUTION OF THE 
CURRENT HOSTILITY BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH AND WANTED 
REUNIFICATION ABOVE ALL. ALTHOUGH NEWSMEN WERE 
THEMSELVES HOPEFUL THAT THE INITIATIVE WOULD PRODUCE 
SOME POSITIVE POLITICAL RESULT, THEY DID NOT EXPECT 
MUCH MORE THAN PROTECTION OF THE STATUS QUO, AND VIEWED 
U.S. PROPOSAL AS ESSENTIALLY TACTICAL MOVE TO BLUNT 
THE HOSTILE UN RESOLUTION. 

SNEIDER 
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